In the first chaptse of this book wa studisd ke
pracess of ‘nation-bullding' I the first decade
after Independence. Bul/natior-building k=
nol someathing that can 'be accomplished
once and for all imes o ceme_ [n the course
oftime naw challenges came Up. Some of the
old probl=me had never been fully resolvad
As demaocratic experiment Unfolded. peopls

bl frorn different regions began to sxpress
WE SEEK SUPRORT OF EVERY INDIAN AGAINST thelr aspiratidns for autonomy. Sdmetimes
these acpirations were s¥pressed oltsids
the framework of the Indlan union. These
FORTHECREATION OF UT TRAKHAND STATE involved long strugaies and often agoressive
and armed asseitions by the peopis

INJUSTICE, EXPLOITATION AND OPPRESSITN
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This new challenge came to the fore Ih the
1980z as the Janala expenmant came to 3n
aid and thers was some political stabllity at
the centrs. This decade will be remambered
for some major conflicts and dccords lh the
varigus regions of the coUnbry, aspecially
in Assam, the Puniab, Mizoram and the
developments In Jammu and Kashmir In
this chapler we sludy these cases g0 a5
ask zome general questions

Heglonal asplralions
ant naially expressed

in the language of the «  Which factars contribtite 1o the tensions

region wid addresoed PRt b arlsing oul of reglonal aspirations?

o the lneal population . n

or the rulers. This : AN How has the Indian siaiz responded o
unitsual poster from i these tenslons and challengss?
Uitarakband movement - . -

appeals o all the . _ What kind of difficulbes ars faced in
Indian cififens in seven X bl balancing demecratic rights and rational
diffrrent lengineges : R . unity ?

anil this undersisares : = ! :

the enmpatihility of the : cl 'J: \l_"':' What are:thelessons harelor achiaving
regionil aapirations with p - unity with divarsity in & demacracy?
nalinnalisl sentiovenis ; ,-".:";_ .
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REGIONAL
ASPIRATIONS

Region and the Nation

1980s may be seen as o period ol rising reglonal aspirations lor
autonomy. ollen odtslde the unework of the Thdion Tnion. These
movertenls | feguently involved armed assertions: by he peogple.
ieir repression by the governnmenl. and o collapse of the politieal
and electoral processes. I is ulso nol surprising LHal most of these
struggles wene long drawn and concluded in negodated settloments
or gecurtds between the centrl govermmenl and the groups leading
e movemenl lor aulpotiony. The aeconds were reached dller o
provess of dinlogue thataiited wo seitle contentons lesues within the
copstiiutional fmumework. Yeu the jpurney o thie accord was always
turiliuons and oilen violont

Indian approach

I studyiiag the Indian Constitution and the provess ol natlo<budlding
we have repoiledly coiiic beross one bisic principle of the Indian
spproach to diversity —the Indian pstion shall nol degiy'the rights of
dilferest reglons and lingoistic groups Lo relain thels own callure, We
decided Lo live o united soctal e without losing e distinetivencsy
ol the numerous cullures thill constitoted 1L Indian mstlonalism
sought lo bulbnee the prifnctples of unity and diversily. The ndlon
would fob niean the negation’ of e regob Tn' s sense e Tndlin
upproach wius very dillorent from the oie bdopled in many Europiean
tounlaes whers ey saw clloril dversily b= b theeil Lo the iiddon,

Iudia adopted o democratie approach o the quesion of diversity.
Detioeracy allows (e poliueu] expressions of regional aspirations
and dovs dol Tosk wpon el s anl-mnatonal.
Besides. demoertie polities allows parties and groups
o address the people oni e basis ol their redional
iderithy, aspiraiton and specille reglonad probilems.
Thus. in tic course ol democratic polilios. regdions)
aspiralions g strengthened. At the same  Ume.
domoctu i pilitics also means thit regional issack
andd priblemis will seodlve adeguiale stlenton amid
aveotmiiodation in e polley miakins pricess,

Such an arrumdenienl oy Somelites lead Lo
lensions and problems. Sometittes. the concern for
pational unity moay oversliadow the reglonil needs

vt L
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il b lsigerinin as
ettt ? O may
be, oy w’lh o
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undl aspimtions. Al othor tunes o comrern for region alene may
blmd us to the larger needs of the natior. Therelore, political
cordiicls over mssues ol power «of the regions, their righits sl
ey separsie exisloite o common pooa) s thel wunt (o
respeet diversily wihile trying (o Iorge and relain aeity,

Areas of tension

In 1he first chapler yoo have seen how onmedisioly afler
Independenee ournation had lo oope with mony difficull issucs
like Partition. displacement, indegration of Princely Ststes.,
reprgmsntion of stales and =0 o Many abservers, both wilhin
the eoomtey and from outside. head predicied that Indin as one
unified connby canoot Jast long. Soon afller hdependence,
the ssue ol Jammu and Keshmir came op. 1was ool anidy o
vornfiiot betweern: Indin and Paksion, More tharethay, & was g
gursting of the political sspirations of the people of Kashmir
valley, Similarly, o seme parts of 1he north-east, there wiss 1o
vonsersus ahound being o pert of Indin, Firs) Nogalond and then
Mizoram witnessid sirong movmments demanding separation
Fromme frckine. b b spmih, somie groaps (rom the Diravad moviemont.
brielly toved with the idea of a soparaie country.

These eventswere followed byatiss agitations in mony pars

lor the formation of linguistie States. Today's Andhre Pradesh,

Karnaloko, Moharashira. and Guijoral were smong the regions

affected by these agitations, o saoe pors of ssuthern hidia,

partiralarly Tami] Nodo)there were protests against making

Hind? the offictal national mguage of the country. Ino the

snmrth, there wore strong pro-Hindi agiustions: demoanding (hat

Siilinigs alupR ;H.h:i_;j_]__ b e the niLIi{ri.uI language omedhintely, From the liﬂ:q"

Etdire frortl Use Scirles 19505 peonle speaking (he Punjnbi language started agitaling

- Eila; - orsa sepatite State for thomselves, This demand was finoily

avceped and the Siates of Ponjab and Haryana wore croated

dn 1866 Later. the Siates of Chihsitdsgorty, Lnsrakband and

Jhnrkhand were created. Thos the challenge of diversily was
et by redrowing (hie imernal boondaries of the coonory

Yet this did ool lead 1o resoluticn of all probloms and {or
all 1imes: I some rogions, like Koshonic and Nogalond, the
rhallerge was so complex thar i could o be resolved in the
lrsi phnse of nation-building. Besides, aew challomies campge
up in States like Pundob, Asson and Mioram. Lel os study
these enses in stmo detail. Inothis-process et us-also go back
o sarie of the carlior s tances of diffimali s ol noton baitding.
The socossses and [miiures o those cassss ore mmstrackive ool
merely fira study of our past. ol also lor an undersiamding
of India's fuiare.

Widﬁ.ﬂb;l:
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Jaustisidasd Kashustds  Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh

As vou hiwe studied in the
provious  year, Jammu anid
Kashinir had o spicial stalus
ufuder Article 370 of the Indiag
Const[lution. Flowever, insplle
ol I, Juafimu and Kashmole
experienced  violende. cross
Border lerrorism and polllical
Iristabiflity with inileriial
wid exierndl  mardllications.
It ulso resulled in the loss of
many. Hves ncluding thoat of
Itimocenl clvilinns, =scourily
persomme]l . and odlitants.
Besides,  there was also o
large scle displucement of
Kashinirl Pundits froin the
Kashinir valley,

Jummu  und . Koshomir
comprises three  socil and
politdieal  reglons—  Jamom,
Kustimir and Lodukh. The dimmo region is o mix of feothills and
plains. It predominantly inhabited T e Hindus. Muslins. Sikhs
anmd people of gther denominntons alsa reside 1o this feglon. The
Kashinir reglon thiginly comprises ol the Kashimir valley. 1L is mhabited
mostly by Kashmiri Muslims with the remaining being Hindus. Stkhs.
Buddhisis und othiers. The Ladakh region 1 muinly  ouniainouns.
It hias very liule populstion which s almost equally divided betwern
Buddhists and Musliis.

Roots of the Problem

Belore 1947, Jammu and Keshode &R woas a Prinicely Sudle, lis
ruler, Mttt Harl Singhedid del warl to menge cither with Tndig
or Pakistun bul (o hove an independent stulus for his stdle, The
Pakistant leaders thought thit Kashmir seglon ‘belonged” (o Pakistan,
stnee the mujority populution of the Stale wiss Muslim, But this is
nul how the people of e stole theniselves saw l— they thought of
ihemselvis us Kashiniris above all. This issue of reglonit] uspiration
is kobwn as Hashumiriyal, The populits movement o the Stide. led
by Sheikh Abdulluly of the Nallonid Conferenve. wiknted o gel tid
of the Mubirnju, bul was against joining Pukistun, The Nullona]
Corllerenee was i sectilur orginiSilion and had o long sssocintion
with the Cangress, Sheikh Abdullah was o personal fFlend ol soue of
the leading natlonullsl feaders inelinling Netou,



116

strong
:ﬁupp grier ﬂf—
atheism, famous for his anti:

caste straggle and rediscovery

of Dravidian ideniity; initially

a worker of the Congress:
paity| startad the ssi-respact
movamant (1925], lad the
anti-Brahmin moyvemant;
worked for the Justice party
and fater foundad Diravidar
Kazhagam. oppesed ta Hindi
and domination of nosth india
propounded the thesis that
north Indians end Srahming
#@re ATVans

Dravidian movement

Vadaicy Vagzharadhy, Thedrdsy Theelkrsdhy
[The rioith thrives even as the south decays].
Thiz popular slogan-sums up the dominait

santimerits of ong of [ndia's mest elsciive

tegiona movements. the Dravidian movemant.,
at one point of tme. This was one of the
first rsglonal movements In Indian politics.
Thaugh =some sections of lhis movement
had ambitions of a=ating & Dravida nation,
the movement did not l2ke to arms. |t used
demacratic megns like public debates and the
glectoral platiorm 1o achieva ifs ends. This
sirategy paid off as the muovemsent scquired
political powsr I the: Siata and also became
influential Bt the national level

The Dravidian movementlad tothe formation of
Dravidar Kazhagam [OK) under the leagership
gi Tamil socizl refermer EV. Ramasami
Fatiyar’ The organisstion strongly oppossd
the ‘Brehminz “dominance and affirmed
redienal pride 2gainst the political, ecanamic
and culturel dominztion of the Nodh. Initially
the Dravidian movement spoke in terms of

tha whaele of-south India; however lack of support from ather States limited the

movemantto Tamil Madu

The: DK —split: and’ the political legacy aof the
to [ravida

movemsni. was

The: DMK made s

enfry irio  polffics
with 2 thres prongsd
gyitation m 1953.53

First it damanded the
rastoration of the orlgnal
name of Kallskud! rallwav
station which had been
ranamad

transferr=d
Mutinetra Kazhagar (DMK)

Dzalmizpuram,
gfter an indistrisl Gouse

fromtheNorth. Thisdemand
brought oul its opposition to
the Norh Indian =conomie
grd | cultural symbols: The
second  agitafion was ot



giving Tamil cultural history greater importance in sehoal curricula
The third agitation was against the eraft education scheme of the Siate
goyamment. which italleged was finked to the Brahmanical social
outlook. |t afso agitated against making Hindi the country's official
lenguage. The success of the anti-Hindi agitation of 1965 added o the
OMK's popularity

—

stained pofitical agitations biought the DMK to powsr in the Assembly
=lections of 19567 Since then, the Dravidian parties have dominated.
the polifics of Tamll Nadu. Though the DMK spiit afizr the desth of
its leader, © Annadutai. fhe influence of Dravidian parties in Tamil
‘politics setually increassd, After the spiit thers ywere two parties —the
DMK and the All Indla Anna DMK (AIADMK) - that clalmed Dravidlan
legacy Bolh thasa parfies have dominated politics in Tamil Nagu for
the fast four decades. Since 1996, ons of these parties has bgen a part
of the niling cealtion 2t the Cntre. In the 1990s. many other parties
have =merged These includs Marymaarchehi Dravida Munneta

Sazhagam (MODMK), Pattall Makkal Katch) (PMK) and D=siya Murpokku
Dravidar Kazhagam (BMDK) Allthesa parties have keptalive tha lssue
of tegional prida irj the polltics of Tamil Nadu Initially seen as & threat:
1o Indian nationalism, regional polifics in Tamil Nadu is & good example
of the compatibillty of regionalism and nationallsm
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's‘g‘hﬂmm!ﬂ b I OGetobier: AT, Pakistan sont wribal mfifiraiors
s AT o] ' froen ws side ocaptore Rashonie, This foregd. the
.d - 191:'5 Muharajotoaskler Indiommiiiaey hielp, indinestended
." ' 'I{] ? "1# Lhee miditary support and drove hack e nfiliroaiors
A ef Il‘tkl friom Woshmir valley, bBol ondy aftor the Malmraja
EHHHI _:Eﬂ_ "h[" : o siened oo “lnstoogrerd of Acecssion wilhe the
P — F‘[j __pmp_u__m. t uﬂd v Gowvermimemt of Todim However:as Pakisian coniinod
i K E it . i & &
2 ilU. -_"n.-! E.MEE. Bhf ; L o ooconirnl asieeable par of the state, the B wis
r S HIEUEEE&_; ;"_1_—.,_ [ tadeern 1o the Dindied Natioms Oreoanisaton, which fojs
Jammu and Kashmir, led -

resadnbion dated 21 April 1958 recommiended a three

W"ﬁfﬁhﬂﬂﬁhmw " slop oprocess o resobve the issuc, Firstly, Pakistan

il ﬂppmdmpﬁﬁmndwm

ts non-sscular

of the Hmlmgl {':mﬁmnw Piime | .
aﬁ&lﬂ‘&hﬂﬁﬂm !ﬂ?ﬂlll'lﬂ&h
1947 dismissed and ialled by i
Govarmnment ¢f Intia from ]ES&H} ' Bheikb Aldollah ook over as the Priome

1964 and sgain

' became Chisf Mitister of the State. -

sfter an sgmementwithndis |
. Gandhl in 1974 ;

fimd 1o withohoe its ootire nolionalities, who emlersd
o Kastonir: Secorndly, Indinnesdid o progressively
rothane s foroes so s Lo maintioin fow and acder
i plolasole was o be condoeied o @ [
and mpartial monnen Howover, 1o progress coidd
tie sridevied omelor this resaioiion: o the meanwhiie
Minisicr ol
the Stale ol J&K m March 15948 whike lndiad agreed 10
granl i1 prowisionol sutonomy woeler the Artiche 370
¢ head of the povermoment in Lthe State was then
callid Pome Minsier

]ba:!e.r

from 1965 1o 1968;

i
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External and internal disputes

Sinee then the pollties of Joesimug and
Easlunir  fumiined conbioversial  and
conllicl-ridden  bBoth  [or extierzdl  and
mtermal reasans. Externdlly. Pakiston has
alwirvs elaimed (hot KiesTomie valley shoukd
e parl ol Pakistan As we noled above,
Pokistan sponsored A Leibud ' invasion ol
e Stale in 1947, 85 a consequinee ol
whicli wiae el al lie State eame aodes
Pikistani conlml However, 1L s the ladin
Lerrltory whiclh s mrider legn] occipation
of Palasuun eallvd us Pakisian odcomied
Jormermny ] Hashirmic (MOUR]. Ever since
1847 . Khrsbonsr Ty remuained o majirissue
ol vonllicl belween Inckia ind Palistoan

Imternadly, there 35 o dispoic obgol
the status of EBoshmic within Indin
urion. Yoo luve studicd aboni the special
privvisions ander: Articles 3700w 371
last year-in fnelfon Constitugion ar Worke
This speoial stalos bod provoked wo
coposile reacliong, Thore s o saetion ol
pireple oulside of J&R thal belicoved . thal
Hhospocialstatus of the Siale conferred by
Article 370 did noy allow foll integration
of the Suete with Ioehin, This section (o
that Article 370 e reveled and &R b
Ireatid Hhe any ovher siate of bdin

Anmibor sotion, mosthy Rostonives,
ledive that the oolgnemy conformed by
Artivle 370 is nol enough.  They lud ol
least throe mojor gricvanccs: Firsty (b
priomise Lhol Aveession woonld boeorefirmed
o the pepple of the State allis (e
situation oreatod by fribal mvasion wis
normalised, has not been foififled. This
generiated  Lhe domandjor & pehisoiwe
Secondly, (hory owas e fecling that (he
specinl  Jedoral  sustos goaranieed by
Article 370, had been eroded in practive
s b Jeg] wy the demand Tor restori o
of anlomomy ar- Grealor Sudte Audonory
Thirdly, # was fell that domocracy which
s proctced o therest of India has
ben similarly  mstinbpnaised o (he
Siate ol dompmn arwd Keshmmir

m

Let's waich a Fi

302422

Tamil fim depicing the ravaliz:
ol Rela, a/pawly. wed and dofing

wiie wien hennuseand Rishi, B
abtucted by miltants. Rshl & 3
cryptolegisl who is assianed duty
't aghnir 1o decode the snem's
messages  A:s love blossoins
belwasn he pustand and the
‘wifz, the husband & kidnapped
The kidnappars demand  that
thei railed fmadar be z2| free in
gxchange:of Rishi

Roid'sworld ic shiattared and she
I5 s88n knocking gl the doors of
officials and polificians Since the
fitm has the bagiground of Indo-
Pakistan dispute. it made instant

gppegt The film wes dubbed

ih ‘Hindi ‘and many other Indian

AENQUAgES

Year 1992

Dirsctor Meniratnam
Scresnplay. Maniatnam

2zt Hindl versian): Madhu,
Avind Swamy, Panka) Kaboar,
Janagaral

179
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Politics since 1948

Aller 1nking over as we Prime Misisters Shiciilh Abdullal isaitinted
v loagad reforss and other policies which Deonelliied  ordinory
peopli. Bul there was o growing dilferonee belween him amd the
venlm] govermenl aboul Tids posillon on Kashiiirs status, He wiss
dlgmisard 15 1853 and hepl I detendon foe o numiber ol years.
The leadieslip Wil suceceded B did oot enjoy s much popular
support and was able (o rule the State mbinly doc o the support ol
Wie Centre. There were seripus allemitions of rmhlprmcilees and rigping
s viarious clecllons.

Doring mest of the periodd botween) 18933 and 1874, e Congress
party cxercised influenee on the politics ol the Swate, Alguneated
Natiomd Conlercnce (minus Sheikly Abdullah) remoingd ) power
willt the active support of Congress [or some Lme bul Tover 11 me rged
willh the Congress, Thus, the Congress gained  divec) eomird over
the governmeni o the stale and broughl abool the chonges, In
the mesrwhile, Here worg sovoral aiompl st foeh an agriomond
Letweon Shioikh Abdulioh and the Govermmen(, of Jodioe A clinge o
L provision of the Cumstitoion of Jammio aep) Reshendr was maode
190G6 by which e Prime Mindsicrof the stale was destgnoted as Chicl
Minister of the state, Acvoprdingly, Glodam Mohommed Sadig of the
loehinn MNationad Cotgress becmme the st Chied Ministor of e state.

e B o o i

S E]l{ll ABI)ULLAII ARREITEB

MICHARGES OF CORRUPTION |Grave Threst[CALM U.& RECEPTION |
AND MALADMINISTRATION |To Freedom | TO B-BOMB CLAIM
Bakshi Ghulam  Mohammed |™™72% S Serivun Consideratinn 0f

Sworn In As Prime Minister |Setolr Foes) M, Malenkoe's Sprech |
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I 1974 lodos Gandbi reschicd sn agreement wilth Sheikh Abdutlah
ursd b beeamc the Chiel Mmister ol the State. He rovived the Nationa!
Corferenee which was elected with majoniy m the assembly clections
held s 1977, Sheikh Abdullab dicd in 1952 and the leadership of the
Natmmal Conlerenee wenl (o lus son. Faroog Abdullah, who becams
the Chitel Mimister. But he sopn was dismissed by the Goversor aned
w briskaway mehon of the Nstivnal Conferonee came Lo power for
birted preriod:

The sHsnmssal of Faroog Abdullsh's goverpament due to the
imtervention of the Centre geoented o feehing of reseatmenl m
Kastpmir, The comfidence thal Rashmins had doveloped w0 the
democralic provesses aller the secord between Indira Gandbg and
Sheikh Abdullsh, reeoved s sethack. The leeling Vsl the Coptre wis
istervenmigd i politics ol e Stale was forther strengthoncd when the
Natmmal Conlerence m 1986 agroed (o have s cleclom] alhance with
the Congress. the raling parly in lhe Centre.

Insurgency and After

It was in this covironmoent that the 1887 Assombly. election ok
place. The olficial resalis showerd a - massive viclony al-ihr National
Conferenee— Congress allionce und. Farooq Abdailah retormed: us
Chiel Minister, Bul @t was widely bellvved than the results did ao
roflect popular choice, and that the entire election process was
rigged. A popularresontmen hod already been brewing im the State
against the inelicinl administration sinee carly 18980, This was
now nugmented by the commaonly prevaiting leeling thal democratic
processes were being undermined by the state ol the behest of e
Contre. This genernded 3 politicsl erisis-in Kashmir whivh becane
severe with the rise of insurgoney,

By 1885, 1he Siate hud come inthe grip of o mifian movoment
mobifises] around the cause of o separpte Fashonmin nation The
imsurgents gol moral, moterisd and militasy support from Pakisian For
a-number of venrs the State wos pndor President'sTule amnd effectively
wnder the control of the armed brees. Thromghon the perind from
1960, Junomg and Kashmir expeeneed extraordinary violonee @i the
hands of the insurgents and throogth semy action. Assanbly clections
in the Stole wore held only o 1996 in which the Nationa! Conferenoe
lexd by Farooqg Abdhllaly ciomo o power with a demaond for regional
aglonomy lor Jumom end Kashopir: At the end of its e, eleetions
wiere held in the State in 2002, The Nabooal Conlerenee ladled 1o win
a majority und was replaved by o conlition government of People's
Premovratic Purly (FDP) and Congress

2002 and Beyond

As per the coalldon agrectienl. Muoftt Mobhusimed headed  the
government lorthe lrst three years sudeceded by Ghdlarn Nab Azad
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ol the Indisn Nationzl Congress who hiowever cowld nol. compliclc
the term as president rale wis mmposed m) the state in July 2008,
The pexl clection was held i Novemsbers-Deveinber 2008, Anolher
colition governmmient (eomposed of NC wesd INC) came inio power
heded by Omar Abdullah in 20008, However. the stale oomfised
o witness disturbnces led by the Humiyol Conlerence. 1a 2014,
the stale wenl imto another election, which recorded the highest
viders luraoul 025 years, Consequently a coalition governmment
jed by Muft Mohammed Sayeod of the PDP came into power with
the BJP us ils partner. Alter Mufti Mobmmmed Sayeed died. his
dughter Mahihoobs Mull beeams the first woman Chiel Minisier
ol the state in Apnl 20016, Dunng the eaore of Mahibooha M,
mjer arls of terrorsm, Eeounting exleres! and mlernal eosions
were wiltizssed. The President's rule wis imposed 5 Junce 2018
alfer BIP withdrew its suppoer) lo the Melli govemmment, On 5
August 2019, Artiele 570 was abolishied by the Jammo & Kashoar
Reorgmusgion Aol 2009 and the state wos constioted mto fwo
Union Termtories, viz., Jormmn & Rasbiomie aes] Ladakh:

Jummn & Kashamie and Ladakh, are lviog cexamples of ploral
sowsely 16 Jrdis: Not osly are there diversities of all kind (religions.
yuiiaral, ingoistae, ethme and wibal] hat there are also divorgent
palitial pnd developimental sspimbiens: which bave been sought
to by achizved by, the lates) Act.

Punfab

The decade ol 19802 alse witnessed major divelopments In the
Stute of Punjuli. The sociil composibon ol e Stste ohanged rsl
wilFi Partilion wod Liter on diley e chrving oul ol Horyarnia woml
"Hintselol Pradesh. While the risst of Uhe éourilry wias morganised
on linguistie lines in 1950s, Purijab had Lo wait 1] 1966 lor the
orcalion ol o Punjubi speaking State. The Akall Dal. which was
lormed in 1920 us the palitical wing ol ihe Sikhs, hod led the
tiovement lor the formalion of o "Purijabl suba’. The Sikhs were
HowW 0 Htjority n the Lrunclied Stiste of Punjub.

Political context

Aller e reordanisation, the Akslls came o power In 1967
and (hen ln 1977, On bolh e oecasions i was a enalition
governmentl. The Akalls discovered thill desplie the redrmiwing
of the boundaries, thelr polltical positon remalned prevarious.
Firstly. thelr government was dismissed by the Centre mid-way
through s lerm. Secorudly, they did not enjov sirong suppord
amony (he Hindus, Thindly, the Sikh community. like all olher
religlons communities, was intermally differentsted on caste uned
class Unes. The Congress gol more suppart wmong the Dallls,
whelther Findu or Sikh, than the Akalls,
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Tt owas in this cordext Vhel daring the 1970s & section of Akalis
began o demand poliieal aolanomy for the rogion. This was
reflectod ins resolution passed of ther conferonee o) Ansnd por
Suhily in 1873, The Anandpur Sulilh Resolulion asserted regional
autonomy dnd wanted o redefine centre-state relationship in the
coupley, The resolullan wso spoke ol ie aspliallons of the Skl
genen leommunilly or nuton) and declared (1S goal as aliaining the
bolbala [dominanee or hegemany) ol the Slkkhx, The Resslution wis
u plea for strengdthening [Pdenlison in Tndis

The Reswlution hukd o Henited bppen] wimonge the Sikh musscs, A
few years later, alter the Akall governiment had been dismissed in
1980, the Akall Dal lsunched a movemenl on the question ol the
distribution of waler betwiern Punjab and s nelghbouring States
Aseetion of the relighous leaders rajsed the guestion of aulenoinous
Sikh tdentity

Cycle of violence "}*mrﬂ
Soion. the eadership of the movemont passod from the modere AE i
Alkdilis o the extremilst clomesnls: aimd ook the feesl ol ‘armed
msurgeney. These militants: made thedr ieadguariers inside the
Sikh holy shirine. (he Colden Temple in Anwitsar, and lurned L
foto an wrded fortress, In Jundk 1884 the Gowernment of Trdin
cartied out 'Operation Blue Swr, ende name for ardty action
In the Golden Temple. In this eperation, the Govertment could
suceessfully Mush oul the millans, Bot 0 alse damaged 1the
historte temple and dedply hunt the sentiments of the Sikhs, A
large proportion of Sikhs o indim and sboad sew the ostlitany
opcration s an attaclkeon teir fgitband this gave forther upetus
toanilitant wnd exiremist groups

e Y P Ll B Nl R L e,
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SUIl more trugie turn of events complivited the Punjab prabilian
[urther, Primme Minisier India  GoandBl was  assassingted on
31 Delober 1984 oulsidE hee peddende by lier
bbdyguurds, Hoth
the  assassins  were
Sikhis  dmd  wanied
I Eake  resenge  dor
Operation Blue  Shar,
Whiile the ontimycoanloy
wis  shocked by this
development, i Delhi
aned’ in moany  parls ol
norlhernn illa  violénece
broke ot ogainst (ke
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B Pofidscs i India since Independsnce
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comtinuied lor alinost 4 wick, Mo
g U Wosshandd Stkhs wore =
Rillind i bhe nalionid oipllal, the =
arva wursl illecied by Lhis violendy H
Hundrds ol Sikhs wiere Hillind in
olher parts of the counloy. especially
i places Hhe Ranpur, Bokuro and
Chus, Many Sikh Families fost thedr
opdle members and thus  sullered
greal cmotiondl and haeoy nanelal
foss, What hurd Lhe Sikhs most was
et the govermment ook a long tiw
in restoring normaley and that th
perpedratons of this vielenes wers nol ik
ellectvely  punished., Twenly  years =

ller, speakling n the Parfiament in
2005, Prime Minlsler Manmohan
Singh  expressed el over licse §
kilings and wspologlsed o Lhe nation
for the ami-Sikh violemee.
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Road to peace

Alter comimsg o pivwor lallowing the clivlian m 1984, e oow Privoe
Minister Rajiv Gandly miticted o dinlogae with moderste Akal
leadors, In Judy 18855, be reached an sgrecment with - Horchaond
Singrh Longeneal. thern e Prosident of the Akall Dal This agrgomenl,
knownas the Hofiv Gandhi - Longowal Acoord or the Ponjab Accord,
wis o step towards bringing normaley. o Pongab. Bowes agreed thisg
Chandigarh wounld be transferred 1o Ponjub, o separate conomission
wiould be appointed o resabve the Border dispute hetween Panjab
andd Marvanoa, and o tribumi would be sot up o deeide the shuring
of Rawi-Breas river wilotanmn? Ponjab, Horyana: soe] Rajasthon, Tle
agrecment-alse provided (or componsation (o-and beter brestnent of
thuose aftecud by te mililaney 39 Ponjot aned the withdrawai of e
applicntion of Armed Farces Special Powers Act in Ponjub

Howevir, prace digd ol come casily, or dmmediniely. The cvele
of violonee continued nearly for o decade, Militaney and coonier
nysurgeney violenee Jed jo execsses b (the potiee el vaalntions ol
P pights: Politieatly, il led @0 gmeniaiion of the Axodi Dal, Tl
cemtral governmerd hid o impose President's rule in the State and
the termd clecioral and political process was suspended. 10was ool
sy (o rostore Lhe poliicd] process o the atmasphicre of suspicion
and violenee, Whon cleclions were held i Punjab in 1682, andy 24
oor conl of 1he electors: Wored ol Ji volde

Mifitamey was evemiually eradicaled by the seeority foroes:  But
tho Josses e by the poopie of Punjab —Sikhs amel] Hindos alike
— were rnormens, Peaee retarned to Ponjab by the middle of 189590s.
The afitonee of Axaii Dal [Badsil and the BJIP seorsd o major viclorsy
m L AET, i the irst normal slecimbons m bt Sode in the prest-miiitaney
cra. The Stale is onee again preoccnpiod with goestions of economic
developrienl ond soeial chmnge,. Thengh religious jdentities et
1o be fmportant for the people. politics bas graduslly moved back
olong secudor Hnes:
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The North-East

I the Norili-Easi reglonal aspiraflons rachod o fddnbog point in
1980s, This reglon now consisls ol clght Ststes. Arunachol Prodesh,
Assar, Nogalound, Mantpur, Tripury, Mizoroom and Meéghalova, whiich
ivarller cons{taled the Norh-Eusl region, dre albigg @lled e sevim
staters”. SikRkim, whichi hos been added (o e Hslis —yelerred o os the
'Brothier” o (lose sevin' sloles, The region Tuws only 4 per vt ol the
country’s popilution but sheut wiie as miuch shiore of s arca. A sinoll
corddor ol uboul 22 kloneters connedts the region o the rest ol the
counlry. Otherwise the reglon shoams bowpdsrfes witll Chilng, Myanmar
und Banglhdesh and serves as Tdia's galeway o Sauth Edst Asly.

The region los wilnessed o lov ol cluinge sinee 1947, Tripora.

Munipur arnd Khosi Hills of Meghidaya wene erstwiithe Printeely States

which merged with Tndin aler Tndependence. The cniidne region of

Norli-East has undergone considerable  politieal, reorsganisation.

Nugaland Stale wiss crealed in 1963: Manipur, Triporo tnd Meghialiava

in 1872 while Mizoram' and Aranachal Pradesh Decame separnie

Stules only i 1987, The Pariilion of Todin o 18947 had reduced the

Note: This illustruilon Norili-East to o lund locked reglion and affected its cconomy. Cot ol
in nol @ sy drown Lo [rom the rest of Tudia, the region sullered neglect in developmental
scaile and should nol be  eape [ politics too femuiited insalited. At the same lme, mosl
talien 1o be an authenlc g ey gy 1 Tis region undeswen) mojor demogrsphic changes due (o

e pletdony of [nidlii's ) ) . —— '
exeermd busrsiditom influx of migmns from neighbourng Stotes and countries.

The Bolstion ol the regiors, IS comples. sodtn] charseler otd 1S
Backwardness compased o other parts of the country Tuse all resalted
i thie complicated sot of demands rom

; differetl stutes: ol the North-East. The
"nmﬁm.r I"nlu . . vast  termationol  border and  weak
commurication Belween the North-East
i the rest of India hove orther added
lo the dilleate natare of polities there.
Three sues dominate the polites of
Norli-East: demsands by aulodostiv.
movemients i secession. wnil opposition
lo Coulsiders’. Major- ttidtives on Lhe
sl msue in the 19705 sel Uue stie
lor ot deamuotihe devdlopmenis on e
socontd anid the thind 1n the 1980,

Demands for autonomy

Al ndeperdence the entoe reglony excepl
Manipur and Trpurn cothprisdd  the
Stale of Assam  Demuinds [or political
dulonoiny arose when the non-Assanese
lell Dt 3¢ Asgoply governaricnl was
frinprosing Assirpese lodiale on then,

Zie2s
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Thene were oppastbion il protest tiols throughou! the State. Leaders

ol \be major Lribul commurnitics wanted o sepamte om Assam: They My frictul
formed the Easterts Indin Tribal Unlon which later tramstormed (nto o Chis sutldd Lbsant
more comprebensive All Parly Hill Leaders Conlerenee m 1960, They P A

more abont the mup of
demanded a tribal Stale lo be carved oul of Assam. Fimally instend of Htrogie tian 4I'm1uF:h+

ong tribl Stale, several Stiles go) carved ool ol Assame At diflerent Nurth Eaxt i diir coiniiv.
poinds pf dme the Cenimal Govermmen( had o opreate Moghuhays, | thinde sl b wighit ut Jeass
Mizomm and Ararchal Pradesh ool of Asssan: TITIJHT.:I. anid Manipur kit may sehinolinates,
wore upgraded Blo Stales oo,

The reorgunisulion of the North-East was completed by 1972, Bul
this was ool the end ol antonomy demands (b region: s Assoo,
for example, comnmonities ke the Bodos, Rarbis and Dimases wanted
separate States. They worked: lor this demand by mobilising public
ppinion and popular movemenl as well as throagh imsurgency, Oflan
e same wres was claimed by more than one commnnity, I was nol
possibie (o gooon making smaller amnd yol smaller States, Therelore,
soane other provisions of our lederal se) op were ased (o satisty heir
wlonomy demands while remainimng i Assam: Rartds aod Dimasas
have been granted asulooomy asder Districl Councils while Bodes
were recently granted Autonomons Couneil

Secessionist movements

Domands for sautonmmny were casior 1o respond Lo, Jor tese valved
using the varioos provisions in the Constitytion lor accommaodation of
diversities: It was much more diffienll when some groups demanded
o separate eouniry, nol iy momentany oger ol consistently asoa
principled position. The country's leadérship faeed this problem fora
very long Lime dnear Jeast two Staus in the North-East. A comparison
of 1hese two cases aflers yso lesson in democratie politics.

Aller Independenoe, the Mizo Hills areg was made greaolonomous
districs within Assam. Spme Mizos belivved 1hat they woere nover &
part of British India and therefore did not belong 10 1he Indian anion,
Bul the movement lor secossion gained popular suppon allor the
Assam govermmen), failed 1o rosponn adegpuniely 1o the great fomine
of 1954 m Mizo hills: The Mizos' smger led to Lhe formation of the Mo
National Front (MNF) aader the Jeadership of Laddenga.

i 1966 the MNF sipried o wrmed campaign for independence,
Thus, started s two decade long batthe between Mizo msurdonts aed
the Indian arogy. The MNF fought o guenlln war, gol support from
Palustam governmsnt and seeurcd shelier i the then Bast Pakistan
The indian sevunly forees countered it with noseries ol TURTESSIVG
mesnres of which the common people were the viectimes Al one point
wven Air Foree o was oseil. These messooes cuuset] more anger g
whicnalion among the people.

At the eod of lwo deesdes of josurgency evervono was @ loser,
This 1= where maturity ol the politcal leadership &) hotls crds made
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o dillorenel, Lnldenen came Tigek Lroe exdle In Paliistan snd siaffed
negotiations with e Tinding govormment) Rajlv Gandhl stecred (hese:
negbtialions o posilive concllston. In 1986 i peade agrecment
wie sldndd Belween Rijlv Gandhl end Laldengy A= per (his dedord
Mizorsm was granted Tull-lisdged slolchood  with special powers andl

(e MINF ogreed to give up sivessionbsl

strugule. Laldenga lobK over as fhe

Chiell Minister. This odtord provied
J_B_L—!-Lm groat 4 tusning poini i the Hisiory ol
,‘j_‘_‘_ﬁ-"" ot WS paricesd Mizofnim. Todov, Mizormin s 'one
e of Tntis “1“1:'-.1 Hf-“d il 1the most pracefu] plices o the
e & e POy L el by o tll- conativ= peglan and hits (uken bl siddes in
w et ”ﬂl‘“ﬂ literaney: wind developnicntl
sve 2 trin re tor W°

The stbry o Noeslnind = similar
Lid Misornim. exeepl thal 1L siorfed
piuch sarlled and hos not vel Tk
supeli i Hopipy crodingd, Led by Avipgaril
Zagiii Phivo, o seciion ol e Noadids
dixcliitod indepiendeyice fmon Linlli
way back fie 1951, Phles tarmed
dowit manry | olless ol negotisled
selllemeil. The Noaga Natonol
Counell launched diy  arpmed
sirupdle for  sbvercignly ol
Nawiie. Aller 4 period ol violend
isurderey. 4 seelloft ol fhe
Nopas ‘slifmed wil agrecmien]
wilh the Govemmmicnl of Tndia
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bt thiis wis mol aceeptable to other rebebs, The problem jn Nagalind
sil mwilts o finad resolulon.

Movements against outsiders

The lorge scale migrution into the North-East gave tise 0 o special
kind of problome that pitted the local” eommunities against people
who wore soen as ‘polsiders’ or migrants, These laleoomers, cithoer
from bndin or-abroad are seerr 08 cneroachers an Searee resOOrics
like tand and polential competitors lo anplovinent appartunitics and
politirn! power, This jssue hes taken politics] and sometimes violent
form in many States of the North-East,

The Assam Movernent from 1979 1o 1885 is the besit example
of such movemenis against omisiders’.  The Assamese suspeetod
thot there were huge mumbers of illegal Bengali Mushim settlors
from Bangladeste Thes [ell that unless these foreign nationals are
detectod and deported they wonld reduee the indigenous Assamese
inlo o minerity. There were olbier geoneniic issucs W0, There wis
widesproad poverty and anemploymen) i Assany dospile  the
existence of matural resourees ke oil, ten and couk It was felt thag
these were droined ot of the Siole withowl any commensormic
henelit 1o the prople.

e 1978 the Al Assam Studenis’ Enion [AASUL @ ostadens’
gronp nol affifisted to anv. party, led sw antiloreignor suovemeni.
The movemen!, was against illegal miprations, against domination
of Bengalis-and othor onisiders, ond ogamsy moaliy volers” regisier
that ineluded the names of lakhs o mmigrants, The movemoent
demmmded that all ooisidees who had entered the State after: 1951
shouhi e sond back. The agitation followed many novel methods
and mobilised all seetdons of Assamese people, draowing support
arross Lho Stole. [ alyo involved moms iragie amd violent incidonts
learting to loss of propory and homan bves, The movemont also
tried o blockade thie smovement of trains and the supply of ofl from

- | . — ; Ve s
Assmm to-relineries in Bilor: wsakrtiont ti
Evenlually afler six years ol tomnedl. the Rajiv Gandhbi-ied bealiler- atitsiles

govermmment  onterid mlo nogoliabicns with the AASU  leaders, " B
: AT COM P

lesding to the signing ol ax accord im 1985, Acpording, to Lhis Lawane whio gol
wgrecmenl these (eoeigners who mgrated inlo Assam during and i bl oS
uller Bangladesh war amd sinee, were to bejdentified and dopprted, treums (b s
With thr suvcesslul completion of the movinest, the AASU and the oubsidem.
Asom Gana Sangram Parshad orgnnised themselves as a region
paliticn] party oalled Asom Guna: Parishad (AGPL 1t eame to power
i[85 with the promise of reselving the foreign mational probiem
ws well s to build 5 ‘Golden Assjan';

Assamp aveorid ought proce and changed the (see of polities m
Assunr, bul il did sot solve the problem of immigration. The issue of
the ‘outsiders' continues o be o ve ssoe 6 the politics of Assam
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ard muay olhier places m the
North-Easf. This problem
15 partaadarly  weate.  for
eammple, in Tropoomme ax the
arigingyd  minabilanls have
boen sedswed 1o betoe o«
minorily in (heir own land.
The squme fecling informs
the hostilily of the Joca
popaiatien e Chekma
refugees o Moowrmman  wrsd
Arnnnchal Posdesh.
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Sikkim's merger

At the timz of Indapendence, Sikkim was 3 ‘prolectorate’ of
Indiz. It meant that while It was not a part of Indiz, it was also
not 3 fully soversigh counlry Sikkims defence and foreign
refation= were lookad after by Indfa, while the power af intamal
administration was with the Chogyal Sikkim's monarch This
arrangement fan inta difficulty as the Chogyal was unable 1o deal
with the democratic aspirations of fhie paoplz. An overwhelming
majority of Sikkim's population was Negall But the Choayal was
2220 35 parpetuating the ruls of 3 small glite from the minority
Lepcha-Bhutia commuinity The anti-Chogyal lezders of both the
commurities solght and gof support from the Gavernmerit of
India

The first democratic slections to Sikkim assensbly In 1974 were
‘gwept by Sikkim Congress which stood for grealer integration
with Indla. The assembly first sought the stalws of 'associale
‘state’ and then In April 1975 passed a rasolution asking for
full Integration with Indla. This was followed by a2 hurriadly
orgatised teferendum that ptt & stamp of popllar approval o
the assembly’s request The Indian Parliament sccepled this
request immediately and Sikkim bscame the 22nd State of
the Indian tnion: Chogyal did tiot accept this merger and his
supporters accused the Government of India of foul play and
use of force. Yat the mergar enjoyed popular support and did ot
become a divisive Issue In Slikdm's politics. L

Accomumodaiion and National Inteqration

Thise cuasos hove shown e hot everalles 75 vears of Indiopendenc,
sotiie of the fssues ul nabional integrilion are not Glly resolved. We
hivwe seen thal reglona] aspiratiofis rangliy from demands ol stilohood
and economic developrictil o stdogimy and separation Keep dopiing
up. The perod sinde 1880 detentuidled these Wensibrs and ested the
capicily ol democratle polilies 1o accommuodale The demands of diverse
secUons ol the sociely, Whit Iessons can we draw [rom these txamples?

First and thi mos) clementary lesson is thiul regloriol asplralions
are very much 8 part ol democratle polities. Expression ol reglonal
Imsues Is nol iy aliefralion or an abhoermbl phénogenan, Even
Iy simaller coutilfies ke the Uniled Hindgdoni there are reglotial
pspirations in Scollonad, Waliss and Northern Irdland. Spain lates
sevcssioniat ovement [rom the Basques und so docs Sel Lok lrom
it Tamils A lourge wod 'diverse degnderacy Hloe Todia st des] with
regional ssplrations on a regulor basls, Natlon building s an ongoing
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Polidics in India since Iniqpﬂuiem:

Thie scvond Jessan is thal the best way o respond o rolom]
asprtions s through dimocrate negolintives tat her than tirough
suppression. Look ot the silustion in the cighbtics—militancy had
crupted m Punjaly; probloms were persisting in the North-Easl;
sludenls in Assam wero agitaling: Rashanir vadley was on the
bl brestesd of trestimg these us simple law and order problems,
the Governmienl of India reached megobsted selllement with
megiomi]l movemenits, Thiy, produced . & eeonciliation which
reduced the lensipns existing nomany re@ens: The example of
Mizoram shows how politica] selilormenl can resplve the problem
of separatism offectively.

Thie thicd lesson s aboyl the stgnificanoe of powershanng. it
s nol suffivien) to have o lemosl demoecmatic stroclune, Besides
that, groups and parties lrom the regen oead (o e given sharo
m pawer @l the State level, Similarly. i s ool sullicient 1o say
that the slates or the regions have aotonpmy an (hedn malters,
The regiens logeiher loon the nution. Se, the regions muasl have
a shure in deciding thedestuny of the mation. Il mogions are nol
@ven @ stare in e natonal level decision making, the feclins of
mjustice aml slenstion can spros.

The fourth tesson is s regional pohalance o economie
development contribnates tothe feeling of regional disenmimation,
Regional inbalancee 15 @ fact of India’s dovelopmen) expedence,
Nalurally, The baclovar) sleles or backward mogions in somo
stales ool that thelr backwiardpess shoaid be addoessed on
priority bisis and Usal the policies of the lndien government have
canstd us imbalance. H some states remain poor and ol liers
dovelop rapedly, it leads lo regionat imbalunees and inler-rogiona]
mgErations

Fitmily, thesc cases make us appreciate the lrstghictiness
of the makers of our Constilution o dealing with questions
of diversity, The ledemal system adopted by India is n fexible
arrangement. While most of the stales have cgual powers, there
arc specinl provisions for some states like J&K and the stales
in the Norih-East. However, Article 370 that contains speoial
provisions [or J&K, was abrogated I August 2019, The Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution allows dilleren) tribes complote
autoniomy ol preserving thelr proctices and customory laws.
These provisions proved crucial in resolving some very complex
political problems in the North-East.

What distinguishes Indin from many other countries that face
similar challenges is that the constilutional mmowork in India
is much more lexible and accommodative, Therelore. mglonal
aspirattons arc not cncoumged to cspouse scparatism. Thus,
politics in India hes succceded i acecpiing regionalism as parl
and paree] of democratic politics.

Zie2s
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"- Goa's liberation

3 Although the British ampire in India cama to-an end in 1947 Portugal rafused le withdraw from
the territories of Goa, Diu and Daman which ware under jis: colonial e since the sixtesnth
cantury During thein long rule. the Porfuguesa suppressed the people of Gaa. denied them
civil rights- and carmisd out forced refigious conversions Afier Indiz s Independance. tha Indian
govermnment trisd vary patiently to pesuads the Porlugusss government fo withdraw, Thers
was aisa asirong popular movemant within Goa for fresdom They ware sirengthensd by
-socialist satyagrahis from Maharashira  Finally. in Decamber 1981 the Governmant of India

:- sent the army which libersted these temitories after barsly two days of adlion. Goa. Diwand

Daman becams Union Tarritory

Another complication arcse soon. Led by the Maharashirawadi Gomanatak Party [MGP)
ona sachion desired that Goa as & Marathi spesking area should mergs with. Maharashira,
‘Howevar, many Goans were kean 1o reiain a8 separaie Goan identity and culiurs, parficularly
the Konkani language They were lzd by the Unitad Goan Party (UGP) In January 1967.
the Cantral Government held 2 spscial opinion pall’ in Goa esking psople to decide if they
wanted to be part of Maharashirs or remain ssparsta A raferendum-liks procedure wasusad
1o ascertain peaple 5 wishes on this issus The majority vated in faveur of remaining oulsids
of Maharashira: Thus, Gea continued as-a Unien Termitory, Finally. in 1987, Goa bacame a
State of the Indian Union.
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134 Poledses in India siice Indspencdsnce
1. Match the following .
A B
Nature of regiconal aspirations States =
(a)  Socla-religious identity i Nagaland Mizorsm
feading 1o siatehood -
(b)  Linguistic identity and i rkban :

tansions with Centre I
{c} Hegional imbalence isading il Punjab
to demand for Statehpod . -
(di  Secsssionist demands on v Tamll Nade
account of tribal identity

2 Ragional aspirations of the people of North-East get expressed
in different ways. These include movemants against outsiders,
movement for greater autonemy and movement for.separate national
axistenca. On tha map of the North-East, using differant shadas for
these three, show the Siates where these sxpressions are prominently
found,

3. What wers the main provisions of the Punjab accord? I wiat way
can they be the basis for further tensions between the Funjab and its:
naighbouring States?

4 Why did the Anandpur Sahib Resoltition becoma controvarsial?

5. Explain the internal divislons of the State of Jammu and Kashmir and
describe how these l8ad 1o multiple reglonal aspirations in that State.

ERCISES

What are the various pasilions on the issue of regional autenomy for
Kashmir? Which of thesa do you think are jusiffiable? Give reasons R
YOuT answer.

L]

7 The Assammovemeant was 2 combination of cultural prlde and economic
backwardness, Explain

6. Allregional movements nead not lead to separatist demands. Explain
by giving examples from this chapter

9 Regional demands from differsnt parts of India exemplify the principle
of umity with diversity. Do vou agres? Giva reasons.

10. Read the passage-and-answear the guestions balow:

COne of Hazania's songs . dwells on the unily theme: the seven
sfates of north-aastern India become =2ven sigiers bom of the same
mather Meghaiays wentown way., Arunsehal lco separaled

bvad 81
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and Mizaram appeared in Assam s gatéway as a groam to many
anather daughtar, .. Tne song ends with & determination fo
keep the unity of the Assamess with other smalier nationalites that are
feft in the present-gay Assam — the Kardis and the Misaing brothers
and 3istars are aur u'ear'crnes- — Sanm Baruas

(8)  Which urity 3 the po
b} "iﬂwm mmﬂnﬂfﬂm saparately out of

(> -]fwﬂﬁ* mmarwm alitha
& Do : apply 12

saess



